


The Women at the Cross 
 

In the last few years I’ve looked to the women at the cross to serve as my guides through holy week, because they 
were the only ones who stayed and witnessed the whole ordeal. I recognize in these women a spirituality that I 
desperately need. Although they were powerless in the situation, they did what they could…they stayed. They 
followed behind Jesus on the way to the cross and witnessed the brutal violence. They did not let their doubts, 
disillusionment or fears scare them away. In their grief they prepared themselves to tend to the dead body of their 
good friend. And in the powerful spirituality of staying, they became the first witnesses of a new kind of life. In this 
guide, I piece together what little we know of their story so that you can see the scriptures side by side.  

Witnesses of Violence and Death 

As the soldiers led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from the country, and put the 
cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. A large number of people followed him, including women who 
mourned and wailed for him. Jesus turned and said to them, 
"Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for 
yourselves and for your children. For the time will come when 
you will say, 'Blessed are the childless women, the wombs that 
never bore and the breasts that never nursed!' Then " 'they will 
say to the mountains, "Fall on us!" and to the hills, "Cover us!"' 
For if people do these things when the tree is green, what will 
happen when it is dry?" Luke 23:26-31 NIV 

Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother's sister, 
Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw 
his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing 
nearby, he said to her, "Woman, here is your son," and to the 
disciple, "Here is your mother." From that time on, this disciple 
took her into his home. John 19:25-27 NIV 

At noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the 
afternoon. And at three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud 
voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?" (which means "My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?"). ... Some women were watching from a distance. Among them were Mary 
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joseph, and Salome. In Galilee these women had 
followed him and cared for his needs. Many other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem were also there. 
Mark 15:33-34, 40-41 NIV 

It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon, for the sun stopped 
shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Jesus called out with a loud voice, "Father, into your hands I 
commit my spirit." When he had said this, he breathed his last. The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised 
God and said, "Surely this was a righteous man." When all the people who had gathered to witness this sight saw 



what took place, they beat their breasts and went away. But all those who knew him, including the women who 
had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things. Luke 23:44-49 NIV 

Caring for the Dead Body of their Friend 

 Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and placed it in his 
own new tomb that he had cut out of the rock. He rolled a big stone in 
front of the entrance to the tomb and went away. Mary Magdalene and 
the other Mary were sitting there opposite the tomb. Mat 27:59-61 NIV 

The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph and 
saw the tomb and how his body was laid in it. Then they went home and 
prepared spices and perfumes. But they rested on the Sabbath in 
obedience to the commandment. Luke 23:55-56 NIV 

 

 

 

First Witnesses of a Resurrection 

 

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices so that they 
might go to anoint Jesus' body. Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to 
the tomb and they asked each other, "Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?" But when they 
looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away. As they entered the tomb, they 
saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed. "Don't be alarmed," he 
said. "You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where 
they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter, 'He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just 
as he told you.' "Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to 
anyone, because they were afraid. When Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary 
Magdalene, out of whom he had driven seven demons. She went and told those who had been with him and who 
were mourning and weeping. When they heard that Jesus was alive and that she had seen him, they did not believe 
it. Mark 16:1-11 NIV 

 On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to 
the tomb. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they entered, they did not find the body of 
the Lord Jesus. While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning 
stood beside them. In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, 
"Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he 
was still with you in Galilee: 'The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the 
third day be raised again.' "Then they remembered his words. When they came back from the tomb, they told all 
these things to the Eleven and to all the others. It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and 
the others with them who told this to the apostles. But they did not believe the women, because their words 
seemed to them like nonsense. Luke 24:1-11 NIV 



 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still 
dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw 
that the stone had been removed from the 
entrance. So she came running to Simon Peter and 
the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, 
"They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we 
don't know where they have put him!" John 20:1-2 
NIV 

Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she 
wept, she bent over to look into the tomb and saw 
two angels in white, seated where Jesus' body had 
been, one at the head and the other at the foot. 
They asked her, "Woman, why are you crying?" 
"They have taken my Lord away," she said, "and I 
don't know where they have put him." At this, she 
turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but 
she did not realize that it was Jesus. He asked her, 
"Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are 
looking for?" Thinking he was the gardener, she 
said, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have put him, and I will get him." Jesus 
said to her, "Mary." She turned toward him and 
cried out in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means 

"Teacher"). Jesus said, "Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers 
and tell them, 'I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.' "Mary Magdalene went to 
the disciples with the news: "I have seen the Lord!" And she told them that he had said these things to her. John 
20:11-18 NIV 


